Patents offer significant information for researchers, and can provide insights into the history of object design. Fashion designers have also sought protection from copying through patents, and while designers filed for apparel patents intermittently throughout the twentieth century, for a short period of time between 1937 and 1944, the number of garments patented increased dramatically. Many of the designers that filed these patents did so under their own name and not that of the company. Because their names were generally not on the label, a study of the patents can offer glimpses of these often unknown ready-to-wear designers, and allow their work to be uncovered. It can also offer glimpses into a single designer's overall style and a 
